FINAL

General Visitor Survey Data Analytical Notes
After organizing the data into geographic areas, the data for each section of Form A was analyzed separately using data base queries, and by cross tabulating various data fields, depending upon the particular question or issue.  The resulting output was tabulated and reported by region and then by survey section.  With a few exceptions, all responses were accepted and included in the analysis.  The exceptions and/or anomalies are discussed below, by survey question.

Section A-1 – Background Information

A total of 968 people completed Section A-1 of the survey instrument.  

Question 1.  All people who participated in the general visitor survey completed Section A-1 of Form A.  The first question on Section A-1 asked the survey participants to identify the activities they engaged in during their visit.  Multiple responses were accepted.  

This information was used by the field technician to determine which additional sections the survey participant should complete.  According to the protocols, the survey participant was asked to complete up to two other sections, based on the activities they participated in.  However, in some cases the participant did not want to complete two sections.  In other cases, the survey respondent completed more then two sections.  Therefore, the number of sections completed by the survey respondent does not always correlate to the activities they identified in Question 1. 

Question 4.  Survey participants were asked how many people in their group were under 18 or over 18.  Despite the instructions, some of the respondents did not identify the number of people in each age category.  These responses were eliminated from the analysis because the number of people in each age category was not clear.  Responses that met the following criteria were analyzed:

· The respondent provided a number for one or both age categories;

· The respondent provided the number of people in their vehicle in response to Question 3 and then checked only one age category in response to Question 4.  In these cases, it was assumed that all of the people present in the vehicle were in the age category checked by the respondent.   

Question 5.  Survey participants were asked to identify the number and type of vehicles and trailers brought by their group.  Despite the instructions, some of the respondents did not provide the actual number of each type of vehicle.  These responses were removed from the data set when calculating the average number of each type of vehicle per group.  

Question 10. Survey participants were asked to identify the (one) main reason they chose to visit the area.  In some cases, the respondent incorrectly identified more then one main reason.  These responses were considered invalid and were not included in the analysis.  
Question 12. Survey participants were asked to identify the (one) main activity they engaged in, or expected to engage in.  In some cases, the respondent incorrectly identified more than one main activity.  These responses were considered invalid and were not included in the analysis.
Section A-2 – Camping at a Developed Site

A total of 516 people completed Section A-2 of the survey instrument.  

Question 2. Survey participants were asked to identify the name of the primary campground they used.  In most cases, the respondent identified the name of the primary campground they used.  However, in some cases, the respondent did not identify the name of their primary campground.  In these cases, the following assumptions were applied:

· If the respondent was intercepted at a campground, it was assumed that the respondent camped at the site where they were intercepted.  Data from these surveys was included in the analyses.   

· If the respondent was not intercepted at a campground, and they did not specify where they camped, the data was not included in the analysis.

· In three cases, the respondent indicated they camped at a non-Project campground (Talbot, PG&E campground, and private campground).  Data from these surveys was not included in the analysis.

Section A-3 – Day use at a Developed Site
A total of 34 people completed Section A-3 of the survey instrument.  The low number of responses to Section A-3 (relative to other sections of the form) is primarily related to the following factors:

· Recreation use at the developed day use sites is very low.  Low use levels were documented through vehicle counts conducted by PCWA in 2007 (PCWA 2009a) and confirmed through observations made by field technicians in 2008.  Recreation use levels will be discussed in detail in the REC 1 – Recreation Use and Facilities TSR, which will be distributed during the fall of 2009.  

· Most people visit the MFP recreation facilities primarily to camp and to fish, which is reflected in the survey results.  People do not appear to visit the MFP recreation facilities to participate in day use activities.  Instead, they camp at a Project recreation facility and then may utilize a day use facility (e.g. a boat ramp or picnic area) to facilitate secondary activities such as boating or picnicking.   

· The survey protocols required that the survey respondent complete Section A-1 – Background Information and two additional sections, depending upon the respondent’s primary recreation activity.  Since most people visit the MFP recreation facilities to camp and fish, survey respondents generally completed Section A-2 (Camping at a Developed Site) and either Section A-6 (Reservoir Recreation) or Section A-7 (Fishing).   Respondents intercepted in ASRA generally completed Section A-5 (Stream-based Recreation) or in the case of Ruck-a-Chucky, Section A-2 (Camping at a Developed Site).

Of the 34 respondents who completed Section A-3, only 13 provided information that could be analyzed.  The remaining 21 responses were not analyzed for the following reasons:

· Eight respondents indicated they used a developed campground for day use activities.  These surveys were excluded from the analysis because the results did not specifically pertain to a developed day use facility.

· Thirteen respondents did not specify their day use site.  These responses were not analyzed because it was not clear what facility the information pertained to.

Section A-4 – Day Use or Camping in Undeveloped Areas

A total of 38 people completed Section A-4 of the survey instrument.  The low number of completed surveys is primarily due to the same reasons described above under Section A-3.  Of the 38 respondents who completed Section A-4, only 22 provided information that could be analyzed.  The remaining 16 were not analyzed for the following reasons.

· Three surveys contained responses that did not pertain to a DCUA identified by the stakeholders.

· Thirteen respondents did not specify the area they used.  These responses were not analyzed because it was not clear what area the information pertained to.

Section A-5 – Day Use Along a Stream/River

A total of 249 people completed Section A-5 of the survey form.  The results of these surveys are discussed in detail in the Draft REC 4 - Stream-based Recreation Opportunities Technical Study Report (PCWA 2009a).
Section A-6 – Reservoir Recreation

A total of 181 people completed Section A-6 of the survey form.  The results of these surveys will be described in the Draft REC 3 – Reservoir Recreation Technical Study Report (PCWA 2009b), which will be distributed for review in the fall of 2009.
Section A-7 – Fishing
A total of 213 people completed Section A-7 of the survey form.  Section A-7 was originally designed to collect information about fishing at French Meadows Reservoir and Hell Hole Reservoirs.  However, at the request of the stakeholders, Section A-7 was modified to provide respondents with an opportunity to indicate whether they fished on a stream/river.   Responses by people who indicated they fished on a stream/river were not analyzed for the following reasons: 

· There were not enough responses on any one stream or river to analyze (e.g. n < 5).   

· Some respondents did not specify the river or stream they fished.  

· Some respondents indicated they fished on both a river and a reservoir.  Therefore, it is not clear whether their responses pertain to a river or reservoir.

The results of the remaining surveys all pertain to reservoir angling.  Therefore the Section A-7 – Fishing results are discussed in the Reservoir Angler Survey section of this report.
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